
2005 — THE YEAR OF DELEGATE ELECTIONS 
     Yes, it’s that time!  This year brings new delegate elections not only for the International Convention, 
but also for all Alaska Locals. 
 

     The United Brotherhood of Carpenters Convention will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada, beginning August 22, 2005.  Each Local 
will elect their own Delegates for the Convention which is held every five years to elect the General Officers of the UBC, review and 
vote upon Constitutional changes, among other business.  The number of delegates that each Local is entitled is based on member-
ship size.  Carpenters Local 1243 is entitled to two delegates, Carpenters Local 1281 is entitled to three delegates, Carpenters Local 
2247 is entitled to two delegates, Millwrights Local 1501 is entitled to two delegates, and Piledrivers & Divers Local 2520 is entitled 
to two delegates.  Elections for these delegates are to be conducted by April 30, 2005.  Those elected are to serve only at the 2005 
Convention. 
 

     There will also be the election of Local delegates to the Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters (ARCC).  Each delegate term is 
for three years.  Delegates to the ARCC are expected to attend all ARCC Delegate meetings.  Delegates to the ARCC establish 
ARCC policy, review and approve ARCC expenses, elect the ARCC officers, and any other business that may appear before the 

Delegate body.                                                        (continued on page 11) 
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April Vote For New Civic & Convention Center 
Could Bring Millions of Dollars to Anchorage 

  

     Anchorage voters this spring have the opportunity to endorse an effort to 
attract millions of dollars in convention center business, expand the space 
available for civic and trade show functions, and provide hundreds of con-
struction jobs in the process. The April 5, 2005 municipal ballot is slated to 
include an economic development project to build a newer, larger conven-
tion center in downtown Anchorage. The new facility would be con-
nected to the Egan Center, the Performing Arts Center, and downtown park-
ing with covered walkways; and plans are in the works to expand parking 
garages for those who work and shop downtown. 
      The $93 million project is designed to insulate Anchorage property tax 
payers from risk. Construction and operations of the facility will be funded 
by Anchorage visitors in the form of a hotel, motel, and B&B room tax. 
Currently, visitors pay an 8 percent room tax -- a yes vote would boost our 
visitor room tax to 12 percent, still below the West Coast average. The de-
velopers have also promised $8 million to cover any cost overruns, and the 
Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau (ACVB) will pick up the tab if 
there are unforeseen operational costs. Even the most conservative estimates 
show the center bringing money into the Anchorage economy. 
      The Anchorage Civic & Convention Center project itself would provide 
hundreds of construction jobs, and several hundred more ongoing jobs with 
operations and management. The project would also expand the visitor sea-
son, keeping more residents employed longer. And more than just visitor 
related jobs are impacted. The benefits resonate throughout the economy to 
all types of professional service companies.  
      The economic impact of an expanded visitor industry can only 
mean good things, as thousands more visitors come to shop and 
tour around our beautiful city. 
 
Jordan Marshall, ACCCY Campaign Manager 



Last year was a very good year for the Alaska Regional Council 
of Carpenters and this year holds the promise of yet another.  
2004 was the third consecutive year of growth for the ARCC 

with a 9% increase.  2003 showed a 
7.5% gain.  Over the last three years 
the total growth has been nearly 25%.  
And the amount of work being per-
formed by UBC members in Alaska 
keeps increasing.  Never in the last 20 
years have the Carpenters, Piledriv-
ers, Divers and Millwrights collec-
tively been so busy. 
 
Some of the success of the ARCC can 
be attributed to a strong economy in 
Alaska that slowly keeps growing.  
However, the growth in membership 

and work performed is growing at a faster rate than the Alaskan 
economy.  Most of it is because of the hard work and dedication 
the membership displays and their ability to make the contrac-
tors money.  Much of it is because of our contractor’s ability to 
secure work in a very competitive field. And some of it is be-
cause of the talented staff at the various Locals working coop-
eratively with each other.  I can not say enough about the hard 
work, dedication to the Union, and innovative ideas they have 
shown. 
 
Over 70% of the candidates supported by the ARCC won their 
elections.  33 endorsed candidates won and 14 lost.  The ARCC 
endorses candidates based on their commitment to the issues 
important to ARCC members, regardless of party affiliation.  
The ARCC endorsed Tony Knowles for US Senate.  Lisa 
Murkowski was elected in that contest.  The ARCC feels confi-
dent that Senator Murkowski will represent Alaska in fine fash-
ion and be compassionate to our concerns.  Congratulations to 
Lisa Murkowski and we look forward to working with her. 
 
There is still work to be done in 2005. The Health & Welfare 
Trusts and the Pension Trusts of the Northern and Southern are 
exploring the possibility of merging if it offers a true benefit to 
the members.  The Training Coordinators of the various Train-
ing Centers have been meeting with the ARCC to establish 
ways to help each other.  The ARCC staff has recently been 
streamlined to be more efficient with less people and has re-

structured its organizing department to be more focused.  Politi-
cally the ARCC will once again lead the charge to mend a 
Workers Compensation Program in a manner that is fair to the 
worker and to bring up the Unemployment benefit rate to a level 
that is at least consistent with that offered in other States.  The 
Piledrivers and Divers will be negotiating their contract this 
year. 
 
Congratulations to the Piledrivers and Divers in Local 2520.  It 
was fifty years ago on January 18, 1955 that Local 2520 held 
it’s first official meeting.  Dave Robinson brought over the 
original minutes of that very first meeting of the newly formed 
Local and some of the Chartered members included Leslie Cal-
lan, Jack Garrett, Lester Sherriff, Arthur Kivi, Kenneth Years-
ley, Edward Kubillus, A.J. Ekstrom, Cooper Woodham, Fred 
Rutledge, Geo Sowle, George Comstock, Greg Johnson, Art 
Baker, Roy White, Ben Bryant, John Smoot, William Steib, Bob 
Powell, Edwin Capp, Phillip Nicholas, Jack Howard, Pat Tignet, 
Raymond Donlan, Robert Friddle, Glebert Swedien, and Glen 
Loomis. 
 
Just as this Newsletter was going to the publisher we were in-
formed that Bill Ross was hit by a vehicle in South Dakota.  Bill 
Ross was a long time active member of Carpenters Local 1281 
where he held many officer positions.  Bill was currently a 
member of the newly formed Millwright Local 1501.  His pas-
sage will be noticed and he will be missed by many.  Our sym-
pathies to his family, friends, and all those untold lives that he 
touched.  

 
ARCC Growth month by month starting in January 2002 and ending in Decem-
ber 2004 shows nearly a 25% increase over three years.   Membership rose 
from 1604 members to 2030 members statewide. 
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John Palmatier 
Executive Secretary -

Treasurer 

A Message From Your Executive Secretary Treasurer 

 
The Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters is seeking applicants for ARCC positions on a continuing 
basis. Applicants will be interviewed as positions are needed. Based on the interview results, selected 
applicants are sent to our UBC  3 day evaluation. If an applicant is not selected for advancement to 3 
day, he/she may re-apply. Upon successful completion of 3 day, an applicant is placed in an eligible hir-
ing pool. Positions are on an ‘as needed’ basis, and may or may not be announced. We encourage you to 
apply regardless of vacancies.   If you are interested in a fulfilling career with the ARCC, please pick up 
an application at  your nearest Union hall.  



Alaska Regional Council 
Special Discounts for Union 

Members 
 
 

Cheaper Eats at Quizno’s-10% Discount 
Anchorage, Lake Otis and Abbott Location 

Member Owned and Operated 
 

Superior Coatings Company-10% Discount 
Toughen Anything with a Powder Coating 

Fairbanks Location 
Contact Allan Snider-(907) 452-6969 

Member Owned and Operated 
 

Prism Optical, Inc.-20% Discount after Insurance 
Discount Eye Services.-(907) 770-7747 

 
Alaskan Rivers & Seas Fishing Guide-10% Discount 

Kenai Peninsula Area 
Contact Melvin Forsyth-(907) 262-4015 

Member Owned and Operated 
 

Last Frontier Adventures-10% Off Seward Fishing/Sightseeing 
Lodging Available. Contact Shane Voliva-(907) 240-8318 

 
Vehicle Insurance 

GMAC-Savings Code CU25. 1-800-847-2886 
 

Fish Alaska Magazine-10% Discount 
Alaskan Made Fishing Magazine. 

Contact Melissa Norris-(907) 345-4337 
 

Army Navy Store-10% Discount. Excludes Sale Items. 
320 W. 4th Avenue, Anchorage Location 

 
The Alaska Club 

Special Rates for UBC Members 
Sign up before March 15, 2005 and receive extras 

 
Goldenview Picture Framing, LLC 

11700 Old Seward Hwy., Anchorage, AK  99515 
Contact June Abel at 349-1836. 
10% off framing for members. 

 
Jason G. Pepperd, D.C.-Discounted Chiropractic Services  

For UBC Members And their Families 
Alpine Chiropractic, 833 Commercial Dr., Wasilla Location 

Contact Alpine at (907) 376-2475 
 Offer: $47.00 Initial Visit. Includes Complete Medical History, 

Examination, X-rays (if necessary) and Report of Findings. 
Jason Pepperd is the only doctor at Alpine honoring this discount.  
Please mention his name and your affiliation when scheduling to 

receive discount 
 

**Please show your UBC membership card to the above 
vendors as proof of Union affiliation** 

Member 
Discounts 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join-
ers of America New and Returning Members 
 
Local 1243 FAIRBANKS 
Eugene Bollig, Charles Boulding, Billy Burleson, Lawrence Cameron, 
Joseph Castro, Charles Castro, Nicholas Causey, Robert Cole, Patrick 
Conner, Paul Dennis Sr., Jeremy Fernandes, Michael Fett, Gabrial Fet-
ters, Luke Frey, Joseph Geiss, Robert Harte, Shaun Hatton, Patrick Hen-
ning, Gregory Hill, Robert Hohman, Adam Hubbard, John Hughes, Scott 
Ingram, Sean James, Jesse Jones, Brandon Joosse, Andrew Kakoona, 
John Kelsch, Jeffery Kinzel, Wesley Komonaseak, Darrin Lemons, Jay 
Manasco, Ronald McBath, Richard McElroy, Cody McIntyre, Henry 
Milette Jr., Melvin Milk, Nathan Mitchell, Andres Montoya, Oscar 
Morales, Roger Otten Sr., Harold Oyoumick, Richard Petersen, Adam 
Powers, Sherman Richard, David Sallee, Benjamin Sanders, Wayne Som-
rock, Jacob Soolook, James Steward Jr., Neal Syvertson, Arthur Taylor, 
Ryan Twitchell, Alex Twogood, John Tyler, Ernie Warner, Robert 
Wheeler, Tabor White, Michael Wood, Paul Yalch 
 
Local 1281 ANCHORAGE 
Jimmy Alford, Juston Allen, Elmer Bekoalok, Mark Bosch, Matthew 
Brady, Marcus Burns, Gabriel Cannon, David Cary, Kyle Casady, John 
Coleman, Dean Crouch II, Owen Cruise, Dustin Darden, Sidney 
Delacruz, Juan Delacruz, Chen Ecker, Drew Erickson, Daryl Fike, Ryan 
Finch, Charles Fitzgerald, George Garcia, Aaron Glaser, Jerry Grooms, 
Leonard Haberman, Matthew Hall, Martin Hamilton, Mark Helton, Seth 
Hess, Johnathan Hoback, Devin Hyde, Gary Jones, Nathan Knapp, Mi-
chael Koncaba, Jacob Kreider, Jose Lerma, Edward Liebler, John Long, 
Bruce Lowrey, Martin Maal, Kelly McCloud, Jason Mecham, Bradford 
Mills, Larry Morley, Konrad Mower, Glade Nelson, Lyle Newby, Milton 
Novo, Vuna Penitani, Jeffrey Pfile, Ned Piatt, Paul Pratt, Edward Pratt, 
Richard Remme, Charles Renner, Francisco Reyes, Joseph Rinehart, 
Juan Sabignon, Jesse Schenk, Joel Shandy, Pedro Silvestre, Phom-
phithack Sisoukpanthong, James Sneed, Juan Sosa, Andrew Starr, 
Stephen Steinbock, Shane Sturgill, Tyler Swanson, Pedro Tafolla-Ramos, 
Manuel Tafolla-Ramos, Justin Tauriainen, Daosouriya Thongdynalai, 
Neil Tuominen, Tom Vickrey Jr., Dustan Wagner, Jason Wallace, Walter 
Walton, Keala, Wegener, Beau Willert, Vatthana Xayavong, Michael 
Young 
 
Local 1501 ANCHORAGE 
Keith Albert, Vechslava Bratkov, Sergei Bratkov, Andre Bratkov, Kelly 
Dent, Duane Gray, Kendra Heidelberg, Anthony Jennison, Dean John-
son, William King, Wyatt Laframboise, John Rego, Kevin Richard, Ken 
Rosenblad, Cliff Soares, Alvis Taylor Jr., Troy Weil, Grant Williamson 
 
Local 2247 JUNEAU 
Darryl Anders, James Bouschor Jr., Troy Bowthorpe, Nathen Brown, 
Kristofer Collins, Maxfield Dalton Jr., Elias Duran Jr., David Elliott, 
Thomas Feller Jr., John Findley, Gary Fisher Jr., Jonathan Geary, Gary 
Gruwell, Eldon Howren, John Hutson, Royal Jackson Jr., Burt Jackson, 
Zachary Jacobs, Scott Knuth, Paul Lomakin, Adrien Mecille, Roger 
Murrell Jr., Peter Nease Jr., Carl Perkins, Richard Phillips, Jacob Sims, 
Jack Thomas, Dewayne Tomal 
 
Local 2520 ANCHORAGE 
Arthur Bean, Orlando Diamond, Elwood Douglas, Chester Edenfield, 
Timothy Heckmon, Leroy Jeffreys, Gary Lashbrook, Randy Lowell, 
Kathryn O’Connor, Douglas Stewart, Julie Sullivan, George Townsend, 
Casey Watkins, Terrence Weathers, Claude Wick, Danny Willard, Ash-
ley Woodworth 



Goodbye 2004 
 
Retirement and Defined Contribution Plans:  4th quarter 2004 state-
ments were recently mailed out to all participants. 
Didn’t get one?  Chances are we don’t have a current address for you, 
and if we don’t know where you are, we probably don’t know about 
other changes in your life – like a recent marriage, divorce, new de-
pendents or beneficiary changes.    Protect your benefits (and get 
your mail) – keep us informed!  
 
2004 Tax Filings:  Ready to do your taxes, but missing your 1099R 
or need information on dues withholding?   
Retirement Plan 1099R - Trust Office at 1-907-561-7575 
Defined Contribution Plan 1099R - Union Bank of California at  1-
800-678-7526  
Dues Withheld –  Refer to your paystubs or contact your employer
(s).  The amount of the dues withheld from your checks is not 
tracked by either the Trust Office or your Local.  

 Hello 2005 
 
Health & Security Plan:  2005 Annual Claim Form and the 2005 
Formulary List are now available.  Remember, no claims can be 
processed for you or your dependents until you have submitted an 
annual claim form (salmon colored this year) to the Claims Office in 
Spokane.  In addition, marriage certificates are now required before 
any benefits will be paid for a spouse.  Fax marriage certificates to: 
1-907-561-7512.   
 

Educational Meetings:  The next semi-annual Defined Contribution 
educational meeting is being planned for March or April.  We think 
these meetings are a valuable benefit to the participants, but attendance 
at previous meetings has been disappointing.  What would it take to 
get you to a meeting – different topics, dates, locations???  Call the 
Trust Office (561-7575 in Anchorage or 800-478-4431 toll free in 
Alaska) and let us know how we can better your needs.   Remember, 
this is your money – your retirement. 

Northern trust—by Ray miller 
 

WE’RE COMING TO YOU!!!!  Representatives from the Northern Trust will present information and be available for questions at the Annual 
Participant Meetings.  Spouses are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Both the Health & Welfare Plan and the Retirement Plan will be discussed.  
Please be sure to attend.  Following are the dates, times, and locations: 
 

    March 14, 2005 - Fairbanks at the Carpenters Hall at 7:30 pm. 
    March 15, 2005 - Anchorage at the Piledrivers Hall at 6:30 pm. 
    March 16, 2005 - Anchorage at the Millwrights Hall at 7:00 pm. 
 

     The Northern Alaska Carpenters Trust Funds provides a convenient way to access your benefit information through the Zenith Administrators 
Web Site.  Access to this web site is simple.  From any PC with Internet access, point your browser to www.zenithadmin.com and click Participant 
Login. 
 

The first time you login as a Plan Participant you will enter: 
Username: Enter the initial of your first name and last name (i.e. jsmith -- lower case) 
Password: Enter your Social Security Number (without dashes) 

 

     For security purposes you will then be prompted to enter a unique Username and Password.  Please be sure to change your Username and Pass-
word right away to something you can easily remember.  This convenient Internet solution allows you to view and track important Plan benefit 
information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  You can quickly and securely view exactly what you need to know about your Plan. 
 

• Your Health Plan Work History 
• Health Plan Eligibility Status for You and Your Family Members 
• Status of Processed Claims For You and Any Covered Family Member 
• Participant Pension Benefit Information through link to Master Plan Services (DPA) 
• Links to Other Relevant Web Sites 
• Summary of Health Plan benefits 
• Downloadable Plan Forms and Documents 
• Email Access to Plan Customer Service Representatives. 
 

     Be sure to bookmark www.zenithadmin.com or save the site as a Favorite in your Internet browser so that you will be able to instantly access 
your Plan’s benefits information. 
 
Note: if you do not wish to use the web site and prefer to cancel all access to your information, you may do so by calling the Plan’s Customer Ser-
vice Representative list below. 
 
For your information, contact your Plan’s Customer Service Representative at: 
Zenith Administrators, Inc. 
(800) 531-5357 or (206) 298-3411 

 
SOUTHERN TRUST—by harriet paule 

http://www.zenithadmin.com/�
http://www.zenithadmin.com/�


Carpenters Local 1281 Update 
      
     Carpenters Local 1281 members were busy in 2004 with school, military, new office buildings, and hospi-
tal projects putting most of you to work. 
     2005 looks to be more of the same with bigger emphasis on Hospitals and the Civic Center.  On the hospi-
tal scene, Davis will be starting a $50 million addition at Providence, Bovis and Pacific Partition Systems 
will continue to work on the Valley Hospital, Soldotna and Homer are also putting out large additions for bid 
in the next few months on their respective hospitals. 
     There will be new schools built both in the Mat-Su Valley and in Anchorage.  As well as several remodels 
that will create a lot of JOBS.  UAA and APU have also got some projects slated with the Science Wing at 
UAA being the big one at about 30 million. 
     The military construction is going to be huge for the next few years with both Ft. Richardson and Elmen-
dorf.  Receiving new military personnel will equate to new buildings for equipment and people.  Rumor has it 
that upwards of 400 million will be appropriated for projects in 2005. 
     Concerning the Civic Center, Anchorage voters will be voting in April on a $90 million Convention Cen-
ter (Neeser or Davis) and a $75 million Museum expansion.  Remember it is our duty as Union Members to 
vote.  These projects will also amount to several hours for the Carpenter members.  As well as the large pro-
jects we have been making a concerted effort on the tenant improvement work with several contractors that 
are already signatory as well as organizing the non-union.  This have been very successful to date. 
     The island of Kodiak has been holding its own with Brechan out at the Coast Guard Base IDIQ work, and 
also working at the Missile Launch pad.  There will also be some work through the Piledrivers on the docks 
this summer that will utilize some Carpenters. 
     All over South Central Alaska, 2005 looks like it will be another good year, but as I’ve said several times 
before, put some money away for the rainy days and you will live much more comfortable. 

 
Royce  
Rock 

 
 

Senior 
Business 

Representative, 
Local 1281 

 
 

(907) 276-3533 
 
 
 

carpenters@alaska.net 

Piledrivers & Divers Local 2520 Update 
 

     Alaska Piledrivers Bridge Dock and Warf Builders and Divers Local 
Union 2520 was chartered in 1955 and this is our 50th year anniversary, 
of those first members we still have Ken Yearlsley, Marvin Vanbursick 
and Glenn Loomis.  Now 50 years later Piledrivers Local 2520 is still 
very strong now having close to 200 members and expect to have full 
employment by the end of March. 
     Our apprenticeship and training is second to none.  Kevin is currently 
running three (3) welding classes a day, and NSTC training on Saturdays 
to try to keep up with the demand. 
     2004 got off to kind of a slow start with the shortage of steel and concrete, but the Piledriver men and 
women have stepped up to the plate working long hours to meet the deadlines necessary for our companies.  
We have dispatched many of our Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters (ARCC) Carpenter and Millwright 
brothers and sisters with like skills to meet our manpower needs.  Even though we had a late start, Piledrivers 
Local 2520 still had over 150,000 hours reported. 
     Our top contributing contractors were Sandstrom and Sons reporting 29,665 hours, West Construction 
reporting 21,305 hours, Swalling reporting 15,845 hours, MKB reporting 15,527 hours, and American Ma-
rine reporting 13,623 hours. 
     Accident reports were down in 2004, the worst being a broken ankle.  Let’s all strive to make 2005 acci-
dent free!  Local 2520 is committed to being a drug free work place and will continue to submit to company 
drug policies to insure that environment. 
     Thanks to the encouraging nature of Alaska Regional Council of Carpenter’s leader, Executive Secretary-
Treasurer John Palmatier, the ARCC has grown 12% since he took office in April, 2004.  He has many inno-
vating ideas, a very important one is combining the Northern & Southern Trusts in order to hold down costs 
and expand benefits, he has been a tireless advocate, negotiating on behalf of workers’ rights.  We are lucky 
to have him in charge. 
     Local 2520’s collective bargaining contract will be re-negotiated this June.  Ideas from the membership 
are not only welcomed but encouraged!  Please submit them in writing to the Hall.  I look forward to serving 
all of you this coming year. 

Dave  
Robinson 

 
 

ARCC President/ 
Senior Business Rep-

resentative, Local 
2520 

 
 
 

(907)272-7576 
 
 
 
 

piledrivers2520@gci.net 
 
 

New chip loading facility at Point 
McKenzie recently completed by Brad 
West Construction 



 Carpenters Local 1243 Update 
 
     I would like to start by thanking all our hard working Brothers and Sisters and good signatory Contrac-
tors for making the 2004 construction season in Northern Alaska a very productive one.  This year we saw 
many projects completed in an efficient manner that only comes from combining good management with a 
qualified workforce. 
     We sent 2004 out with flair here at Local 1243 by having one of our best Christmas parties to date.  Over 
400 of our members and family were in attendance and it took the entire floor of the Carlson Center to ac-
commodate us.  Eight apprentices were given their completion certificates.  Service pins representing 1005 
years of Brotherhood membership were given out.  Congratulations again to all our completing apprentices 
and very sincere thanks to the pin recipients for their years of dedication. 
     The new Lowe’s store built by Roger Hickel Construction has just recently opened for business.  Con-
gratulations on a job well done.  Work continues on our two elementary school projects.  Alcan General has 
the Nordale school right on track.  BEK is doing the metal studs and drywall on both schools.  BEK’s por-
tion of the work should be nearing completion.  They also have some work left on the UAF museum.  
Strand Hunt is close to finishing their work on the Eielson Power Plant Bag House.  They will now take 
their millwright crew to Clear Air Force Station to continue work on a bag house at that power plant.  Addi-
tionally, they have ongoing work at the Joint Security complex on Eielson.  Davis Constructors will proba-
bly wrap up two of their Northern projects very soon.  They built a Stryker Brigade Battalion Headquarters 
on Fort Wainwright and the Denali Visitors Center at Denali National Park.  It sounds like Davis has a 
pretty good work load lined up for next year as well.  G.B.C. had several projects this year including, the 
foundation work for the addition at the Golden Valley power plant in North Pole and various projects at 
Eielson AFB and the Missile Defense Project.  Yet another phase of utilidor rework has been completed by 
Doyon/American Mechanical JV at both Eielson AFB and Ft. Wainwright.  I believe they are up to Phase 
Five and hopefully will continue to secure this work until Phase?.   
     At this writing, the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital is getting two new additions.  The Imaging Center to 
the south is being built by Ghemm Company.  The Physical Plant is being built by Johnson River Enter-
prises, whom we hope to have as a signatory contractor very soon.  Sandvik/Pfile is putting in the metal 
studs and drywall for Johnson River.  Sandvik/Pfile also did a remodel at the Home Depot.  Speaking of 
hospitals, the Bassett Army Hospital being performed by Dick Pacific/Ghemm Company JV, is entering its 
final season of construction.  That has been one very large project and we wish them the best as they work 

toward completion.  Other projects that Ghemm Company has been involved in include; an addition to Design Alaska Architects 
building and an annex to the Tanana Valley Clinic. 
     The Missile Defense project at Ft. Greely is shutdown until better weather.  However, there will definitely be more work coming 
next season.  Some of the contractors that worked there this season are; A. J. Diani, G.B.C., Interior Concrete and Unit Company. 
     Neeser Construction is coming along well with the three jobs they have in Fairbanks.  They are building some Junior Officers 
housing and a couple force mobility complexes on Ft. Wainwright.  They are also doing the new Fire Station downtown.  Another 
Anchorage based interior systems contractor, Pacific Partition Systems, has secured several projects here.  They worked on Lowes, 
the Fire Service barracks on Ft. Wainwright, and the new Lithia dealership.  Kiewit Construction did a project at Blair Lakes this 
year.  They were also able to “beat Ol’ Man Winter” and complete foundation work on a Biological Research Center at UAF. 
     We would also like to welcome newly signatory contractors; K.C. Corporation and T.S. Construction.  We hope that the coming 
year is a prosperous one for all our Brothers and Sisters! 

 
Jeff 

Pruss 
 

ARCC Vice President/ 
Senior Business 
Representative, 

Local 1243 
 
 

(907) 452-3862 
 
 

Jpruss.ubclocal 
1243@acsalaska.net 

Thanks to Ghemm Company, the new 
Fishtopia is open for business.  

Davis Constructors wrapping up the 
Battalion Headquarters on Ft. Wain-
wright.  

Local 1243 carpenters framing 
soffits at the Joint Security Forces 
building being done by Strand Hunt.  

Exterior of the nearly completed 
Bassett Army Hospital.  Dick Pacific/
Ghemm Co. JV. 



Millwrights Local 1501 Update 
 
     There are a lot of new developments in the Local. Things are looking good for the 2005 season.  More 
contractors are bidding jobs for us, and signing contracts.  By the end of the summer, we will probably be 
recruiting and asking for union travelers from out of state.  Most of the work looks like camp jobs, some 
in Fairbanks, and some in Juneau. We are working on signing more contractors for other jobs.  If you are 
interested in traveling out of state, give me a call, I know of some possibilities for you.  Now is the time to 
get your training, certifications, and qualifications before the work starts! 
     We are currently working on a Memorandum of Understanding with the Tlingit-Haida Central Council 
Indian Tribes of Alaska to partner for recruitment, jobs, organizing, and training in Southeast Alaska for 
all UBC trades-carpenter, millwright, and piledriver.  Recently, I attended the Conference of Tribal Em-
ployment Rights in Las Vegas and am excited to be involved in a partnership like this that is mutually 
beneficial to both the Union and rural Alaskans.  There is a lot of Natural Resources development on the 
horizon for Southeast and this will definitely give us the edge for putting ARCC members to work on 
these big projects while at the same time provide local training for Southeast members. 
     Our first set of millwright apprentices has finished their first year class and we are looking forward to 
their addition to the workforce.  It is good to have some eager young millwrights out there.  We have 
merged the millwright training program into the Fairbanks Carpenter Training Center’s program.  This 
will enable us to provide more training in more parts of the state for more members.  It appears our Mill-
wright Trustees on the Northern Training Trust will be Mark Crutchfield for Labor and Mike Vlaming of 
the Millwright Employers Association for Management.  Wade Stark is the Program Coordinator for the 
FCTC and we look forward to working with him (the contact info for his office is on the back of this 
newsletter). 
      I know I may be beating a dead horse, but it is time to get those Millwright Qualification Cards if you 
don’t already have them.  Contractors will be requiring this certification, it is necessary to sign the Out of 
Work List, and it helps us prove to Employers and Customers that we are qualified and certified to do it 
right the first time. You can take these tests in three locations: Ralph Gaines on the Kenai 776-7099, 
Randy Wilke in Anchorage 274-1501, and Wade Stark in Fairbanks 452-4626.  
 

 

We have reduced the price of our T-shirts— come get 
yours today! 

Mark  
Crutchfield 

 
 

Millwright Business 
Representative, 

Local 1501 
 
 

(907) 276-3534 
 
 
 

millwrights@alaska.net 

 
Jonathan 

Smith 
 
 

Business  
Representative, 

Local 2247 
 
 

(907) 586-3675 
 
 

local2247@acsalaska.net 
 
 

Carpenters Local 2247 Update 
 

     Greetings from Southeast Alaska, the New Year brings many new opportunities to the Carpenters 
union.  First, let’s recap 2004 - starting when I took over in May.  Dawson Construction work on the 
National Guard UAS Joint Use Facility is near completion and the adjacent Maintenance Building is 
beginning to build the foundation.  Coogan Construction is moving along with the Bartlett Hospital Ad-
dition at a rapid pace.  Coogan had implemented a new shoring system, Pro Form that their crew has 
learned to install on the job.  North Pacific Erectors have had several jobs that have kept many carpenters 
working.  Triplette Construction finished an addition for the Wild Flower Court Complex near the Hos-
pital and has started on an Animal Vet Clinic.  Alaska Stone and Concrete has started the locker room 
expansion at the Treadwell Ice Arena and has more to come this spring. 
     Some of the job opportunities that are on the horizon include the much awaited NOAA facility at 
Point Lena.  There is a large Management Contractor out of Portland, Oregon who has the contract.  At 
this time we are negotiating with them to sign an agreement.  Other jobs in Ketchikan and Petersburg are 
also in the negotiating stages. 
     We have an addition to help the Union negotiate with the Native Corporations, Cheryl Dodson, whom 
was retained as a liaison.  She has been instrumental in opening doors that have been closed in the past 
and will be a big help in the future.  I look forward to working with her this year.  We are always explor-
ing new opportunities for our members. 
     One thing that I can’t stress enough is that this Brotherhood belongs to each and every one of us.  We 
need to remember that each of us has a voice and even just one of us can make a difference.  It’s YOUR 
Union, make a difference get involved, don’t be afraid to have your voice heard. 



     On Friday January 14th the Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters (ARCC) 
joined with the Electricians, Plumbers, Painters, and Sheet Metal Workers to stage 
an Unfair Labor Practice Informational Picket against McGee Industries Inc.  Over 
120 people showed up at the new Bailey’s Furniture Store, which is being built by 
McGee at International Airport Road and C Street, holding 100 signs.  The solidar-
ity between the trades made this large of a presence possible.  A special thanks goes 
out to Stan Hunt, Kevin Hanley, and Mike Houle as they rounded up a lot of ap-
prentices for the event.  We also thank all the volunteers that showed up in force.  
The evening news of both channels 11 and 2 gave the picket a media boost.  It was 
an emotional time and the people had fun holding signs even though it was only 15 
degrees outside. 
     Mantech Mechanical signed an agreement with Millwrights Local 1501 to set 
Compressors at the Valley Ice Arena.  Mantech provides mechanical maintenance 
for all the ice arenas in the state.  Collin Szymanski, owner of Mantech, was glad that the ARCC now has a Millwright Local.  He 
plans on using Millwrights for all his millwright work and was pleased with the work they did in the valley. 
     The ARCC has added to its ranks in the organizing department recently and we look forward to tackling new campaigns against 
the non union sector. 
     If you are interested in participating in campaigns, pickets, or salting, please contact the ARCC main office, we are always look-
ing for volunteers to assist the organizing department of the ARCC. 

STATEWIDE  ORGANIZING REPORT 

Items For Sale at  
Carpenters Local 1281 

 
Suspenders-$35.00 
Pea shooters-$25.00 
Plumb bob reel & magnet-$25.00 
    (reel-$18.00, magnet-$7.00) 
Magnetic tape measure-$10.00 
Coffee/travel mug-$10.00 
Local 1281 hats-$10.00 
Local 1281 t-shirts-$15.00 
Red, white & blue t-shirts-10.00 
Membership pin-$2.00 
Chamfer cutters-$29.00 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 
YOU!!! 

 
The Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters (ARCC) is 
always interested in member feedback.  Our goal is to 
make this newsletter as useful, entertaining, and infor-
mative as possible for all of our members.   If you have 
a comment, suggestion, a story you would like in-
cluded in the newsletter, a letter to the Editor, or any-
thing else, we encourage you to contact our office at 
907-274-2722 or via email at arcc4059@alaska.net. 
 
You may submit your letters/comments to the ARCC, 
contact information is located on the back of the news-
letter. 

Need to Register to Vote? Change your 
Affiliation? Need an Absentee ballot?  
 

You can download the form you need to 
do all this at www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/
elections/homepage/html. You will need 
the Adobe program.  
 

Voter Registration forms and Change of 
Affiliation forms need to be sent to the 
Election office at least 30 days before the 
election; absentee forms at least 7 days 
before the elections. 

McGee Campaign picket.  Pictured above L to R: Noah 
Stanford, Dan Arnold, Jude Stoltz, and Steven Shaw. 

Items For Sale at  
Carpenters Local 1243 

 
T-shirts-$15.00 
Suspenders/weight lifters-$40.00 
Plumb bob reel & magnet-$25.00 
Chamfer cutters-$35.00 
Master pro-$55.00 
Master pro (non-member)-$80.00 
Project calculator plus-$20.00 
Yamaguchi bars-$35.00 

(cash only please) 

Items For Sale at  
Piledrivers & Divers 

Local 2520 
 
Long sleeved shirts-$15.00 
Sweatshirts-$30.00 
Carhart jackets-$125.00 
Hats-$10.00 

Items For Sale at  
Carpenters Local 2247 

 
T-Shirts-$15.00 
Plumb bob reel & magnet-$25.00 
   (reel-$18.00, magnet-$7.00) 
Magnetic tape measures-$10.00 
Pea shooters-$25.00 



Millwrights Training Center 
 

     The Millwright training program is going very well.  We had the first Millwright apprenticeship 
class in many years starting in September of 2004. 
 
     In addition to the first year apprentices, we have had journeyman upgrade training in Kenai, 
Anchorage, and Fairbanks. 
 
     I am currently working on the schedule for months to come and will be including Aerial Lift 
training, Westinghouse Turbine, and some additional Safety classes such as Confined Space. 
 
     Also there are two welding booths available at the Carpenters Training Center that have been 
recently set up, for practice or testing. 
 
     One last thing, we’ve moved!  My office has been moved to the Carpenters Hall in downtown 
Anchorage.  The mailing address is 407 Denali St., #101, Anchorage, AK  99501.  My new email 
address is mwtraining@alaska.net and new phone number is 274-1501. 
 
 

Alaska Regional Council Training Centers  

Southern Alaska Carpenters Training Center 
 

     Another 4th year class finished up on December 15, 2004 and most still need work hours to 
complete their apprenticeship.  Congratulations to all 29 apprentices that have successfully made 
it through all four years of training.  I know you will continue to reap the rewards of having learned 
a craft.  Remember to never stop learning and pass your skills along to all future apprentices. 
 
Apprentices completing their 4th year class are as follows (SE=Southeast area apprentices): 
 
  Kristopher Ahlen (SE)   Eric Oman 
  Micah Bonin    Jeffrey Palmatier 
  Jason Breding    Ambrose Richardson 
  Phillip Crosby    Jack Roberson 
  Somboon Daengpairoch   Jamie Slack 
  Tina Delaney    Daniel Solomon 
  Oleg Dzyubenko   Jesse Sooter (SE) 
  Charley Gregory   Mike Sturrock (SE) 
  Adam Hoyt    Vongphet Thongdy 
  Nicholas Huling    Brian Toci 
  Sherman Lewis    Clyde Tunuchuk 
  Rodmond Maddox   Frank Vongsotsavanh 
  Drew Medaugh    Kevin White 
  Thad Mills    Casey Williams 
 
     Three out of this class are now journeymen carpenters.  Congratulations to Tina Delaney, 
Daniel Solomon, and Kevin White. 
 
     Third year carpenter apprentices are currently in class, second year apprentices will start class 

at the end of February and the first year class will be starting April 18, 2005.  The first year class will finish up on June 
10, 2005 and will be eager to continue their training on the job. 
 
     Journeyman enhancement classes are scheduled and posted at Local 1281 and at the training center.  We have ap-
plied for a grant to be able to conduct enhancement classes in Juneau this spring.  Once the grant is approved, we will 
post a schedule at Local 2247.  This is something new and the Trustees agreed to try it out.  We applied for a grant 
through Alaska Works Partnership and they are also willing to administer the grant once it’s awarded.  Hopefully we will 
soon find out if we will be awarded the grant, so southeast, keep your fingers crossed! 

 
Stan  
Hunt 

 
Director of Training/ 
Southern AK Carpen-

ter Training Center 
 
 
 

(907) 344-1541 
 
 
 

carpen-
ter.training@acsalaska.net 

 
Randy 
Wilke 

 
Instructor and Mill-

wright Training Coor-
dinator/Millwrights 

Training Center 
 

(907) 274-1501 
 

mwtraining@alaska.net 



Piledrivers and Divers Training Center  
 
     Applications for the 2005 apprenticeship program are being accepted until March 1, 2005. Any 
interested people should contact the training center for an application. The JATC will review appli-
cations and conduct interviews in March. 
 
     Apprenticeship and Training classes are in full swing. Fourth year apprentices have completed 
their class with a few already close to attaining the hours for their journeyman card. They all re-
ceived their welding certs and other updates they need for the year, as well as completing their 
blueprint and drafting segments. Third year apprentices are in welding classes now and second 
year apprentices will begin their framing class on February 7, 2005.  
 
     Many journeymen are still practicing and testing on the Innershield 203 Ni1 wire that is being 
used by almost all of our contractors. If you haven't qualified on this wire, you should see about 
coming in and practicing. The first big call-out for the year will be towards the end of January in 
Prudhoe Bay, and it will be for welders certified with Innershield 203 Ni1. We are also setting up 
North Slope Training Co-operative (NSTC) classes ahead of our original schedule to accommodate 
this project. Anybody going to work in 
Prudhoe Bay needs current welding 
certs, a current first aid/cpr card as well 
as a current NSTC card.  
 

 
Kevin  
Hanley 

 
 

Piledrivers & Divers  
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(907) 272-7577 
 
 

apprentice-
ship2520@gci.net 
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Training Center 

Apprenticeship Co-
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(907) 452-4626 
 
 
 

fctc@acsalaska.net 
 

 Northern Alaska Carpenters Training Center  
 
     It has been a busy year in Alaska and for the Fairbanks Carpenter Training Center.  The 2005 
construction season looks to be a strong one in the Fairbanks area.  Contractors have been calling 
the Union Hall checking on the supply of good qualified hands for the up coming season. 
 
     As is the case in the construction trades or with any career, things change.  New materials, 
tools, procedures, or employer demands all effect the way we work.  Employers are asking for 
Tradesmen with multiple skills and certifications to handle these new demands.  Twenty years ago 
how many tradesmen were using pocket lasers, compound sliding chop saws, screw guns, roto-zip 
routers, cordless tools, wire feed welders, or a total station?  Materials like OSB, Dense Glass, 
MDO, and Epoxy are all common on the jobs now.  Where were you, when you saw your first Iron 
Worker wearing fall protection?  As the industry changes don’t let your skills fall behind or have 
yourself become under qualified. 
 
      The Training Center offers an opportunity for you to upgrade your skills, fine tune your existing 
skills, or get more information about a variety of subjects.  Remember the Training Center is not 
just for Apprentices. 
 
     For more information contact the Fairbanks Carpenters Training Center at 452-4626 or E-Mail 
us at fctc@acsalaska.net 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Wade Stark 
Training Coordinator 

Dated around 1891 in San Francisco (pictured right) 
is the construction of a railroad trestle. The union for 
Piledrivers and Divers was then called the City Front 
Labor Council and it was composed of coast seamen, 
steamshipmen, longshore lumbermen, stevedores, 
riggers and wharf builders. 



 

In Remembrance 
 

 
LOCAL 1281 

Burk Garris-6/19/04 
 
 

LOCAL 1243 
Olaf Thorgaard-11/25/04 

 
 

LOCAL 2247 
John Moulton-10/26/04 

 
LOCAL 2520 

Jim Thompson-10/15/04 
Roy Johnson-11/23/04 

 
 

The Alaska Regional Council extends our sincere 
condolences to the friends and families of these members. 

 

FOR SALE 
 

1999 Dodge Caravan, 
62,000 miles, AWD, seats up 

to 7, 2 sets of tires, good 
condition, $5,800, Call Dave 

w/ARCC at 272-7576 

The Pinning Ceremony for Carpenters Local 1281 was 
held during their February general meeting this year. 
The turn out was good (however they could always im-
prove) as 57 members showed up to witness this special 
event. Pins were distributed to people who have be-
longed to the union anywhere from 10 years to 60 years; 
although many of these members were only able to be 
there in spirit. This is a momentous occasion and a 
proud tradition we should all look forward to being a part 
of for many years. 

Local 1281 members receiving pins for length of membership.  (Left to Right) 
Back Row: Tom Vickrey Sr., Richard Rood, Peter Hennig, Frank McAllister, 
Jerry Boyd, Jack Cook, and Dennis Ruhle.  Front Row: Chris Hollwedel, 
Keith MacDonald, and Harley Gehman. 

First Annual “Block Kids” Contest held... 
 

The first “Block Kids” contest of the year was met with lots of enthu-
siasm by the 4th, 5th and 6th graders of Rabbit Creek School.  28 stu-
dents participated in this event which entails building a construction 
project with 100 Lego blocks in one hour.  The goal of the program 
is to introduce the idea of working in construction as a viable career 
option, especially as we will be facing a shortage of workers in this 
field soon.  Both the teachers and the kids enjoyed the competition 
and hope to do it again next year.  The top 3 winners receive Savings 
Bonds and everyone received construction related gifts for being in-
volved.  Thank you Local 1281 for being a “Block Kids” contest 
sponsor!  
 

Fraternally,  
Kathleen Bugbee, Local 1281 Business Representative 

(continued from front page) 
 

     All Locals will be voting on Delegates this year.  Elections must be completed before July 1, 2005 and the new delegates will be 
seated at the October 2005 meeting.  The number of Delegates from each Local is based on active membership on April 1, 2005.  A 
member may be both a delegate to the National Convention and to the ARCC. 
 

     To be eligible to be a delegate for either the National Convention and/or the ARCC, a member must have been twelve consecutive 
months in good standing immediately prior to nomination in the Local Union and a member of the UBC for two consecutive years 
immediately prior to nomination unless the Local Union has not been in existence the time required, and must remain a member in 
good standing at all times to remain in the position.  A member must be working for a livelihood in a classification within the trade 
as defined by the UBC Constitution or in employment which qualifies him/her for membership.  Apprentices, Contracting members, 
Life Members, or Probationary members are not eligible.  A member who retires after being elected may complete the term for 
which he/she is elected.  (paraphrased from the UBC Constitution, Section 31-D)  To be eligible to vote for delegates in a Local Un-
ion, a member must have held membership in the Local Union for at least twelve months (unless the Local Union has not been in 
existence the time required) and be in good standing at the time of the vote.  



Alaska Regional Council 
 
John Palmatier, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

Kellee Voliva, Executive Assistant 
410 Denali Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
907-274-2722  •  907-274-2727 Fax 
Website: www.ubcalaska.org 
Email: arcc4059@alaska.net 
 
Carpenters Local 1281 
 
Royce Rock, Sr. Business Representative 
Kathleen Bugbee, Business Representative 
407 Denali Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
907-276-3533  •  907-276-7962 Fax 
Statewide Toll free—1-877-276-3533 
Website: www.akcarpentersunion.com 
Email: carpenters@alaska.net 

Carpenters Local 1243 
 
Jeff Pruss 
Sr. Business Representative 
PO Box 70347 
Fairbanks, AK  99707 
907-452-3862  •  907-456-3582 Fax 
Statewide Toll free—1-866-452-1243 
Website: www.ubclocal1243.org 
Email: jpruss.ubclocal1243@acsalaska.net 
 
Carpenters Local 2247 
 
Jonathan Smith 
Sr. Business Representative 
PO Box 021154 
Juneau, AK  99802 
907-586-3675  •  907-586-3671 Fax 
Statewide Toll free—1-800-478-3675 
Email: local2247@acsalaska.net 

Millwrights Local 1501 
 
Mark Crutchfield 
Sr. Business Representative 
407 Denali Street, Suite 101 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
907-276-3534  •  907-272-7500 Fax 
Email: millwrights@alaska.net   
 
 
 
Piledrivers & Divers Local 2520 
 
Dave Robinson 
Sr. Business Representative 
825 E. 8th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
907-272-7576  •  907-277-8967 Fax 
Website: www.local2520.org 
Email: piledrivers2520@gci.net 

 
Alaska Regional Council of Carpenters 
410 Denali Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
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ALASKA REGIONAL  COUNCIL DIRECTORY OF OFFICES 

Southern Alaska Carpenters Training 
Center 
 
Stan Hunt, Director of Training 
8751 King Street 
Anchorage, AK  99515 
907-344-1541 • 907- 349-5823 Fax 
Statewide Toll free – 1-888-825-1541 
Website: 
http://web.acsalaska.net/~sactc 
Email:  
carpenters.training@acsalaska.net 
 

Northern Alaska Carpenters Training 
Center 
 
Wade Stark, Training Coordinator 
PO Box 71087   
Fairbanks, AK  99707 
907-452-4626   •    907-456-5542 Fax 
Website:  
www.ubclocal1243.org 
Email: 
fctc@acsalaska.net 
 
 

Piledrivers Training Center 
 
Kevin Hanley, Training Coordinator 
825 E. 8th Ave, Suite 6 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
907-272-7577  •  907-277-8967 Fax 
Website:  
www.local2520.org 
Email:  
apprenticeship2520@gci.net 
 
 
 

Millwrights Training Center 
 
Randy Wilke, Training Coordinator 
407 Denali Street, Suite 101 
Anchorage,  AK  99501 
907-274-1501 Phone/Fax 
Email: 
mwtraining@alaska.net 
 

Local Union Meetings 
Carpenters Local 1243 - 4th Tuesday of the month 
Carpenters Local 1281 - 1st Tuesday of the month 
Carpenters Local 2247 - 1st Tuesday of the month 
Millwrights Local 1501-3rd Tuesday of the month 
Piledrivers Local 2520 - 3rd Tuesday of the month 
 
THIS IS YOUR UNION! 
ATTEND YOUR UNION MEETINGS! 

ALASKA  APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING CENTERS DIRECTORY OF OFFICES 
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